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The Hancock Historical Museum hosted its first “Historic Barn Tour” on 
September 14th, 2013. The self-guided tour of six, century-old barns in 
south-western Hancock County was the first of its kind in the region 

and exceeded every benchmark for success, with more than 700 people 
in attendance in its inaugural year. The tour was designed to engage the 
rural community in the Hancock Historical Museum’s programming and 

events, and to highlight our county’s rich agricultural heritage. In 
addition to these primary objectives, this multi-faceted event was 

instrumental in bringing awareness to the importance of historic barns 
to our cultural landscape and increasing heritage tourism in our area. 

 
In the years since, the Historic Barn Tour has become a family favorite 
event in Hancock County, moving to a different part of the county each 

time. In 2014, the Tour received the Ohio State Historic Preservation 
Office’s Public Education and Awareness Award, and in 2018 the event 
was presented with the Scenic Ohio Award. Perhaps most importantly, 

the tour has directly led to the preservation of historic barns in Hancock 
County.

 
In 2018, Robert Kroeger approached the Hancock Historical Museum 

about painting Hancock County barns as part of his Ohio Barn Project. 
The museum provided historical information for dozens of barns that 

have appeared on the Historic Barn Tour since its inception. Dr. Kroeger 
reviewed the information and chose several barns to visit, in person, on 
a day-trip to the area. Hancock County farmers, Dave Reese and Gary 
Wilson, served as tour guides for the day, introducing Kroeger to barn 

owners and taking him across the county.
 

Robert Kroeger’s Hancock County barn paintings will be on display at 
the Hancock Historical Museum from February 1-September 13, 2019. On 

September 5th, Robert Kroeger will deliver the museum’s monthly 
Brown Bag Lecture and provide a live demonstration of his painting 
technique. Beginning that day, the thirteen paintings will become 

available for purchase in a silent auction. The auction will run through 
September 14th, culminating at the 2019 Historic Barn Tour. Proceeds 

from the sale of the paintings will benefit the Hancock Historical 
Museum.
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auction details

Dr. Robert Kroeger’s impasto oil paintings of Hancock 
County barns will be auctioned off in September 2019, with 
proceeds benefiting the Hancock Historical Museum. Silent 
bidding will begin at the museum on Thursday, September 

5th at 10am. Bidding will take place at the Hancock Historical 
Museum through Friday, September 13th. Bidding will 
continue at the 2019 Historic Barn Tour on Saturday, 

September 14th at 10am, and will culminate that day at 4pm. 
Interested buyers unable to attend the Historic Barn Tour on 

September 14th may submit a proxy bidding form with the 
Hancock Historical Museum anytime between September 
5th and September 13th at 4pm. Proxy bidding forms are 

available at the front desk of the Hancock Historical 
Museum, 422 W. Sandusky Street, Findlay, and must be 

completed in-person, or by calling (419)423-4433. 
A minimum bid of $100.00 will be placed on all paintings. 

Bids must increase by an increment of at least $25.00.

DR. ROBERT KROEGER
Dr. Robert Kroeger was born and raised in Youngstown, 

Ohio. He finished his educational journey at The Ohio State 
University where he received a Bachelor of Science and 

Doctor of Dental Surgery. He served for four years in the 
Navy, ending with the rank of Lieutenant Commander. 

Kroeger maintained a private dental practice in Cincinnati 
where he and his late wife raised five children. His art career 
began when he was quite young. Fascinated by his dad’s oils, 

he mischievously painted on his palette – which has 
bloomed into his impasto style.

Barns represent the heart of America, and the old
ones are bleeding. So many barns, so little time.

ARTIST

In the early 2000s, while staying in a rural bed and breakfast 
in Licking County, Ohio, a lonely deteriorating barn, called 
out to Kroeger.  With roof sagging, boards missing, and in 
obvious disrepair, it captivated his eye. Suddenly a voice 
whispered, “Paint it and write about it.” The message was 
like a lightning bolt that hit him between the eyes. Almost 
immediately, it ignited his Ohio Barn Project, which has 
taken Robert to more than half of Ohio's 88 counties to 
research, write about and paint barns. In each county, 
Robert has donated the proceeds from the sale of his 

paintings to a local historical organization.



SURVIVOR
GRESSLEY-CUPPLES BARN

circa 1860s

DEVIL DOORS
GLICK-PEPPLE BARN

circa 1850s-1860s
JENERA, HANCOCK COUNTY MT. CORY, HANCOCK COUNTY 



THE CHAMPIONS
KEMERER-BURNER BARN

circa 1860s

DEEDS
WILLIAMS-WYSOCKI BARN

circa 1865
ALVADA, HANCOCK COUNTY FINDLAY, HANCOCK COUNTY 



BOSSE'S AX
BOSSE-ZUERCHER BARN

1872

THE BULL PEN
HOUDESHELL-RETTIG-BATESON BARN

circa 1860s
ARLINGTON, HANCOCK COUNTY JENERA, HANCOCK COUNTY 



THE 
ENTREPRENEUR
WHISLER-DORSEY-LASER BARN

circa 1850s & 1910s

 FOUNTAIN
OF YOUTH

TRAUCHT-WALTON-SAUM BARN

circa 1877
JENERA, HANCOCK COUNTY MT. CORY, HANCOCK COUNTY 



AND THE BAND 
PLAYED ON
LUNEACK-BOWER-VONSTEIN BARN

circa 1880s

VONSTEIN 
COUNTRY

GOSSMAN-BOWER-VONSTEIN BARN

circa 1850s-1860s
JENERA, HANCOCK COUNTY JENERA, HANCOCK COUNTY 



BRIGHT'S BLESSING
BRIGHT-HOY BARN

1854

THE BLIZZARD
LEONARD-RECKER BARN

circa 1920
FINDLAY, HANCOCK COUNTY FINDLAY, HANCOCK COUNTY 



BOYD'S BROOD
SCHWAB BARN

unknown
RAWSON, HANCOCK COUNTY 


